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a b s t r a c t

This paper concerns the numerical shape optimization of the dif-
fuser of a horizontal axis hydro turbine. The turbine is part of the
tethered system GEM developed for harnessing ocean current
energy. The applied methodology consists of two phases. Firstly,
a diffuser optimization with axis-symmetric 2D CFD simulations
has been performed, in which the turbine is modeled with a
pressure drop across the actuator disk. Secondly, several 3D CFD
computations for the original and optimized configuration have
been performed and compared with experiments on the reference
diffuser configuration. Results from both 2D CFD axis-symmetric
model and experimental data show an increase for the power
coefficient, while the 3D CFD model not fully confirms this advan-
tage, even though computations are in good agreement with the
reference GEM experimental tests.
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1. Introduction

Nowadays, the utilization of renewable energy is not enough to satisfy the global energy require-
ments, but it is certainly necessary to support its demand with clean-source contribution [1]. One of
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